Syllabus

Saint Stanislaus Kostka School

Ms. Blanchette 

English 7 & 8

Email: sblanchette30@gmail.com

Office Hours: Every day from 3:05 – 3:30 and by appointment

Mission Statement: 

 The mission of Saint Stanislaus Kostka School is to provide quality Catholic education in a safe, loving, and nurturing environment and to model for students

The values of faith, family, respect, forgiveness, and loving service.
Course Description:

English Grade 7

This course is a combination of language arts and literature. The literacy skills of reading, writing, speaking, listening, comprehending, and thinking are taught. Students gain practice in grammar, punctuation, and writing skills. Assignments include all writing modes:  persuasive, narrative, expository, descriptive and imaginative. The writing process includes ideas and content, organization, sentence fluency and voice. In literature we read classic and contemporary literature, including short stories, dramas, and nonfiction. Personal connections, interpretations and responses to literature are made to show understanding of the text. Vocabulary instruction and growth is emphasized throughout the year

English Grade 8 Students in the eighth grade English/Language Arts are expected to do the following: engage in independent, self-selected reading as well as teacher-assigned reading; read for pleasure, meaning, and thematic analysis in literature; make associations and connections between literature and history concepts; learn to analyze different types of selections (short stories, poetry, novels, biographies, plays and non-fiction); and increase vocabulary skills. Students are also expected to continue to write three-part essays (five paragraph format with a thesis statement and three paragraphs of support in the body), self-edit writing, develop body paragraphs and transitions, and write for a variety of purposes. Students also write narratives, responses to literature, research reports, and persuasive compositions

Homework:

Grades 7 & 8: 60 - 90 minutes per night
Students will NOT be given homework over weekends or vacations. 
Grading/ Evaluation:

Attendance, participation, and effort can raise your academic grade. 

Quarter 1-4 

15% Journals

20% Papers/ Essays (x2)

20% Quizzes/ Exams (x2)

20% Projects

25% Participation

Make-up Work:  Obtaining and completing make-up work is the responsibility of the student and should be completed as soon as possible. Make- up work will not be accepted after one week of its original due date with the exception for extenuating circumstances. 

Classroom Expectations:

· Students are expected to participate. Attendance, preparedness, class discussion, supporting peers, following rules, volunteering, and completing assignments on time are all valid ways of participating in class. 

· Students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner which represents the core values of the school: faith, respect, forgiveness and love. 

· Students are expected to hand in all work on time (i.e. before or during class). This can be done via email is necessary. However, it is never a good practice to rely solely on email for important projects due to the fact that sending work off into the inner workings of the Internet does not always ensure their arrival to me. For each day an assignment is late 10 points will be deducted from the final grade of the assignment (i.e. a 90 will become and 80, then a 70, then a 60 etc…) 

· At no time will bullying be tolerated

· Students who do not complete or hand in assignments will be subject to early morning drop off as outlined in the student hand book. 

Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism is a serious offence and will not be tolerated. Plagiarism is the use of and the representation of other people’s words and ideas, in whole or in part, as a student’s own work. This definition applies to, but is not limited to the following words or ideas taken without proper acknowledgement from any published source, such as a collection of literary essays, Spark Notes, Wikipedia, scholarly journals et al. , from any internet site, from any essays written by other students, from any class notes taken by a student of a teacher other than the students own. 

Cheating 


Cheating is defined by, but not limited to, any form of plagiarism and/or deceitful and dishonest acts relating to academics. 


It will be presumed that any use of outside sources, including but not limited to” plagiarizing, bringing unauthorized notes during any test, turning in the same paper twice to two different classes, being caught by a teacher looking at another student’s paper will be understood as intent to deceive. It will further be presumed that students who allow their work to be plagiarized, and/ or who knowingly assist another student to cheat do so with the intent to deceive. 

Please Sign and Return to Ms. Blanchette by September 5th (This will count as a homework grade).  By signing you are agreeing that you have read and understood the material presented in the syllabus for the school year of

Student Signature 

Parent Signature

